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days the weather was very cold, and ours was not a pleasure

trip. We were glad to return to our winter quarters near

Forty-five and Fort Gregg.

After the battle of Spottsylvania, Major Thos. J. Wooten,
of the Eighteenth, was in command of the sharpshooters of

Lane's brigade and made an enviable reputation during the

campaign. Around Petersburg he was a teiTor to the ene-

my's picket lines, and had a reputation in both armies.

Wooten's "seine-haulings" were proverbial, and he was
liberally used by division, corps and army headquarters for

ascertaining the enemy's lines or movements. His method
was to reconnoiter, during the day, the lines to be gone

through that night and at such hour as would suit his pur-

pose would approach "in twos" with his select men, sufficient-

ly near to make a dash at them. At a signal the column
would go through the line with as little noise as possible, halt,

face out, and each rank swing around right and left, taking

the skirmish line in the rear, capturing the men with the min-

imum of danger to his command. His success was phenom-

enal, and he received the commendation of Generals Lee and

Hill in congratulatory orders.

At an armistice to bury the dead, the Federals were curi-

ous to see "Major Hooten," as they called him. Viewed in

his Confederate garb, which was not very elaborate, his ap-

pearance was not "as striking as an army with banners" and

when pointed out to a lot of officers and men, a significant

smile passed 'round the group, which found expression in the

exclamation of an impressible Teuton, "Mine, Got ! ! ! Is dot

ze man what makes us skeert, like Stonewall Shackson?

Heh!!!"
There was a generous rivalry among the regiments of the

brigade, in keeping their quota of this corps to the highest

efficiency and it was deemed an honor to secure a detail to fill

a vacancy in it. Several of its members refused to accept

promotion to lieutenant, and return to their companies to

command them.

The story of Petersburg will never be written ; volumes

would be required to contain it, and even those who went

through the trying ordeal, can not recall a satisfactory outline


